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Sandalwood and pasture legumes working 
together to rejuvenate a site at Avondale
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Getting involved
Avondale got involved in the CFoC funded project when 
the Sandalwood Network was looking for a paddock to 
get a project going. “They wanted to see how a system 
worked together hosts and sandalwood growing in belts 
with pastures in the alleys. We were happy to give it a go 
as it also meant we could rejuvenate a site at Avondale”, 
said Dina Barrett-Lennard.

What has happened
Due to Avondale’s involvement in the project Dina said 
that they “now have the beginnings of a good pasture 
and sandalwood site”. Dina also mentioned that they 
had rejuvenated a once run down site and it had great 
potential for grazing, once the sandalwood and hosts had 
established well enough.  

Working on a project like this allowed the Avondale team 
to “see how the pastures and sandalwood and their hosts 
worked in a system together. It also highlighted the need 
for good weed control”, said Dina.  

In the Beginning

In the beginning the site was cleared of dead fodder 
shrubs. Two applications of a  knockdown were then 
applied to the site prior to the hosts being planted.   Due 
to a very dry season there was a very low survival rate 
of hosts.   In the second year of the project the hosts 
were replanted and  annual pasture legumes (biserrula 
and yellow serradella) were sown. Biserrula was sown at 
2kg/ha along with 10kg Group BS ALOSCA inoculant along 
with Yellow Serradella at 6kg/ha with Group S ALOSCA 
inoculant.   Sandalwood was then planted in year 3.

What was learnt
The management of the land where the project was 
implemented was originally left alone. “Now we aim 
to manage the site for grazing in a few years, once 
the sandalwood and hosts are well established”, said 
Dina. 
Dina discussed that there had been some unexpected 
changes during the life of the project which was out of 
their control, this included:

• Drought in the first year of the project 2010

• the regermination of some of the cleared fodder 
shrubs 

• volunteer germination of gum trees, due to the storm/
wind in January 2011 

• clover germination amongst the sown annual pasture 
legumes

• good seed set considering the weed burden of the site

It is evident that better site management at set up is 
required as well as better timing of weed control during 
the year, to ensure the successful establishment of the 
annual pasture legumes.

Looking forward
It is planned that the site will be grazed with the potential 
for the sandalwood seed to be harvested. 

Dina believes that the project could work for growers in 
other areas. It will be important that grazing will need to 
occur at the right time, not allowing the pastures to go 
rank but ensuring the sandalwoods and their hosts are 
well established before allowing stock access. 
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