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Media Release

Thursday 1st October 2010

Film to instil pride in Aboriginal youth

A 45 minute documentary filmed around Northam hopes to instil in Nyungar youth a sense of pride about the town they live in.

The project has recorded the stories of Aboriginal Elders at sites around the town including Burlong Pool, New Reserve, the Men’s Meeting Place and Women’s Birthing Place.

Wheatbelt NRM has funded the film in the hope it will encourage Aboriginal youth to appreciate their culture and help look after the land.

This project was pioneered by Avon Youth Community and Family Services Youth Support Worker Sue Carter in partnership with Wheatbelt NRM. 
Wheatbelt NRM’s Cilla Wilson said at least 40 Nyungar family members were involved in the project.

“Through their participation they have demonstrated a willingness to record traditional knowledge and participate in natural resource management,” Cilla Wilson said.

“We hope the DVD will become a resource for NRM professionals and other sectors of the community searching for indigenous traditional knowledge.”
As part of the project, Elders and Aboriginal youth met at historic sites around Northam where stories were recorded about the places.

 “At each site Nyungar youth were able to learn about the history of the area,” Cilla Wilson said.

“They were also provided with an opportunity to discuss and develop a plan for the future conservation of the site.”

More than 100 people are expected to help officially launch the DVD in Northam on Tuesday 13th October 2009.

The DVD is not for sale and will be distributed for educational purposes only.

More information: Cilla Wilson, Wheatbelt NRM; 9690 2250 or 0428 777 287
