Wheatbelt NRM new force in land management

If you live in the WA Wheatbelt and want to have a say in the future of natural resource management (NRM) in your backyard, then your help is needed.
Wheatbelt NRM (formerly the Avon Catchment Council) has undergone major changes and wants and values community input.

The group is responsible for managing natural resources in an area larger than the size of Tasmania, stretching from Coolgardie in the east, through to Wundowie, south to Lake Grace and north to Beacon.

Over recent years Wheatbelt NRM has been instrumental in helping landholders plant trees to fight salinity, clean up local creeks and waterways, tackle feral pests and weeds and encourage better care of our natural environment.
The group has undergone significant changes, but remains funded by the State and Australian governments, and this financial year has an operating budget of $4.2 million.

The recent changes will give community groups more input into how the Wheatbelt’s natural resources are managed including waterways, vegetation and agricultural land.

The Wheatbelt NRM chairperson Glenice Batchelor said in the past, the most successful projects had been the ones with community involvement.

“The changes we’ve made will make it easier to do this in the future,” Glenice Batchelor said.

Changes include the formation of three reference groups representing the Yilgarn, Avon and Lockhart catchments.

“If you’re an individual and want to influence a particular NRM issue that affects you, you could do this by joining one of these reference groups,” Glenice Batchelor said.

 “Community groups including catchment, wildlife and agricultural bodies can also sign up to be voting members of Wheatbelt NRM to have their say.”

Individuals can also become associate members of Wheatbelt NRM through its website. 

To keep up to date on what’s happening in your backyard, you can register for the Wheatbelt NRM’s electronic bi-weekly newsletter.

Wheatbelt NRM’s annual general meeting will be held in Northam on 22nd October, for more information please phone (08) 9690 2250. 

www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au.
