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MAY                 

19-22     Fauna Trapping in Wongan Hills contact Margaret Redfern (08) 96228940

27-29     Agribusiness Planning for Evaluation Course @ Bentley – contact blacey@agric.wa.gov.au   

30-31     WA Farm Day - call 1300 367 036 or visit www.farmday.com.au 

JUNE                

1           City of Perth Winter Arts Festival begins! See http://www.perthwinterartsfestival.com 

24         Liebe Group Women’s Field Day (Dalwallinu) – contact Sophie Carlshausen, 9664 2030 or

             liebe.sophie@bigpond.com

28
 WANTA Post Seeding Field Day (Mingenew) – contact Kaye Phillips-Webb, 0427 223 395 or

             kaye@wantfa.com.au 
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>> 160,000 Trees to be planted in Avon Ecoscape areas
>> Avon Catchment Council helps trigger oil mallee boom
>> Are you planning a Tree Crop Planting Program this Winter?
>> Greens launch national recycling plan
>> Insight to matters of the State NRM Council available for your viewing

	

	160,000 Trees to be planted in Avon Ecoscape areas
As part of the Avon Catchment Councils Ecoscapes Program 160,000 trees have been allocated to 23 projects to assist land holders in these areas to manage threats such as water logging that are impacting on these important biodiversity assets.

Ecoscapes have been identified as areas rich in native plants and animals and are given priority investment by the ACC with the aim of conserving the diverse biodiversity of those areas. They are located at Wongan Hills, Westonia and the Dale area west of Beverley.

Farmers were encouraged to use this as an opportunity to try tree cropping with the idea of creating an alternative income, as well as making significant improvements to these Ecoscapes.

Over 85000 oil mallees, 37000 sandalwood, 14500 Brushwood and over 23000 native timber species will be provided to successful land holders for planting in Winter 2009.

Contracts are going out now to successful applicants.


Avon Catchment Council helps trigger oil mallee boom 
An ambitious plan to plant more than 800,000 oil mallees in the Avon Valley has finally come to fruition, thanks to funding from the Avon Catchment Council. These native trees are growing in popularity because they fit well with wheat and sheep farming enterprises and have the potential to become a commercial tree crop in their own right.

The plan began in 2007 after the seven councils of Koorda, Nungarin, Mukinbudin, Mt Marshall, Trayning, Westonia and Wyalkatchem applied for a salinity tender through the Avon Catchment Council. The group, known as the North Eastern Wheatbelt Regional Organisation of Councils (NEWROC) was successful and began working with local landholders.

More than 50 farmers took advantage of the free oil mallees and began to plant 800,000 seedlings across 330 hectares. Wyalkatchem farmers Quentin and Di Davies were part of that group, and said it offered a fantastic opportunity to revegetate at a time when the costs of farming were so high.

“What we liked about these trees was that they fitted perfectly without sheep operation,” Di Davies said.

“We didn’t need to fence the oil mallees, because the sheep don’t find them palatable, and they help to tackle salinity through dealing with rising water tables.

“Like many other farmers who were involved in the project, we’re now keen to plant even more.”

Insert Davies Picture from Kate – credit Kate with Photo

Photo caption: Quentin and Di Davies from Wyalkatchem with some of their 8000 oil mallees.


Are you planning a Tree Crop Planting Program this Winter?  

Antony Crum from FPC provides us with some good tips on weed control for establishing tree crops……

Weed control is the most crucial element of successfully establishing any tree crop. Without weed control seedlings will struggle to survive or at best perform poorly due to the competition between weeds and young seedlings for moisture and nutrients. So when the rain finally arrives this season don’t forget to carry out the weed control on your planned tree site.

Here are some points to help you achieve good results from your weed control program:

· Mechanical weed removal through cultivation, scalping or grazing are good techniques but are best used in conjunction with chemical weed control methods.

· Chemical weed control should be carried out at the break of season when the weeds are germinating.

· Herbicides should be applied out at least 2 to 4 weeks prior to planting.

· Herbicide prescriptions will vary according to soil type and the size & type of weeds present.

· A mixture of a knockdown such as glyphosate and a residual herbicide such as simazine is the most common mixture used.

· Broad-spraying your chosen site is unnecessary as strip-spraying an area at least 1.5m wide along your planting lines provides an ample weed free zone whilst leaving untreated areas between rows which will reduce erosion and can reduce the damage cause by pests.

· An important point to remember is that any riplines should be closed over before the herbicide application to avoid an accumulation of chemicals around the roots of the seedlings.

· When using chemicals always follow the manufactures instructions and always take any prescribed safety precautions.

With a successful weed control program you will provide your trees with the best possible conditions for a great start and will save time and money in the future. If you need any help with any aspect of farm forestry please contact Antony Crum the Avon’s Farm Forestry Development Officer on 0427 779 216.
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An example of good weed control.        An example of poor weed control.


Greens launch national recycling plan

Australian Greens Senator Scott Ludlam last week launched a plan to create 2,600 new green jobs, while boosting Government funds by up to $90 million through recycling 740,000 tonnes of waste. 

Under the Senator's Environmental Protection (Beverage Container Deposit and Recovery Scheme) Bill a national scheme for recycling the 10 billion drinks containers Australians throw away each year will be established.  A 10c returnable deposit will be provided on all drink bottles, cans and cartons. 

For more information on this initiative, click here http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/content/media-release/container-deposit-legislation-save-taxpayers-greens

Insight to matters of the State NRM Council available for your viewing

In answer to some recent queries about members responding to questions from their stakeholders about NRM Council activities; the communiqués from each meeting are on this website:
http://www.nrm.wa.gov.au/nrmCouncil.htm
And are therefore for public consumption.
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>> OVER $69 MILLION FOR NEW INDIGENOUS RANGERS WORKING ON COUNTRY
>> BP Australia "Vouchers for Volunteers"
>> Nuffield Australia Farming Scholarships
>> “FREE INSULATION” Energy Efficient Homes Package
>> Farm Water Supply Planning Scheme
>> Farm Water Rebate Scheme
>> SOLAR ENERGY REBATES FOR DOMESTIC HOMES & COMMUNITY BUILDINGS
>> CLIMATE READY FUNDING PROGRAM
OVER $69 MILLION FOR NEW INDIGENOUS RANGERS WORKING ON COUNTRY

The Australian Government has committed over $69 million over five years to create 210 new environmental jobs for Indigenous rangers in remote and regional Australia. Indigenous organisations will be able to secure funding for 100 Indigenous rangers working across a range of land tenures, 60 flexible positions and 50 traineeships with existing ranger groups. 

Minister Garrett said this commitment builds on the 300 ranger positions created to protect the environment by combining traditional and modern approaches to natural and cultural resource management.  “Indigenous rangers are doing tough jobs, tackling weeds and feral animals, managing fire and conserving cultural sites and threatened plants and animals over vast landscapes and sea country.  “In remote and regional Australia, their work helps to protect natural and cultural heritage.  For more information click here www.environment.gov.au/indigenous/workingoncountry

BP Australia "Vouchers for Volunteers"

Volunteers who use their vehicle to undertake volunteering activities with a not-for-profit organisation could be awarded with free BP fuel to help in volunteer work. This includes grower groups, ambulance and community groups. 

To be eligible, applications will be judged on compliance with entry criteria and the individual volunteering story provided, and organisations must be registered as not-for-profit and hold a current incorporated association number.  

Applications close 11 May 2009. For more information follow the link: http://www.talkstoppedlongago.com.au/v4v_home.html

Nuffield Australia Farming Scholarships

Applications are invited for 2009 Nuffield Scholarships, aimed at improving Australian agriculture's capacity to respond to growing global economic and environmental challenges. 

Young farmers and farm managers have the opportunity to explore issues as they are occurring, bringing back the latest ideas from their international travels to help Australian agriculture develop strategies to meet new challenges. 

Scholarships are valued at $27,000 and cover participation in a six-week Global Focus Program, followed by a further 10 weeks of international travel as part of each scholar's individual study tour. 

Scholars are selected for their farming and leadership capabilities, and potential to make a valuable contribution to Australian agriculture. 

Applications close 30th June 2009. For more information, contact Nuffield Australia, 

P: 03 5480 0755, E: enquiries@nuffield.com.au

“FREE INSULATION” Energy Efficient Homes Package 


What it means for you:

The Australian Government's Energy Efficient Homes Package is a $3.9 billion package to improve the energy rating of Australian homes - cutting their energy waste, making them more comfortable and helping households save up to 40 per cent on their electricity bills. 

Under this program the Australian Government is offering:

•
ceiling insulation worth up to $1,600 to all Australian home owner-occupiers with limited or no ceiling insulation 

•
or a $1,600 rebate on the costs of installing a solar hot water system 

•
help for renters, with a rebate for landlords and tenants on the costs of insulating rental properties. 

We know people want to get started on making their homes more efficient so we're helping them arrange early installation with the release of early installation guidelines and application forms covering the period from 3 February 2009 until the commencement of the program on 1 July 2009. 

If you have installed ceiling insulation or a solar hot water system in your home or rental property since 3 February 2009 and meet the requirements outlined in the guidelines, you can now claim your reimbursement. 

We're currently working closely with industry, small business and NGOs to fine-tune details for the 1 July 2009 program. This will help make sure the insulation programs are simple and hassle-free. 

We will issue the guidelines for the full program in plenty of time for the 1 July start date. Subscribe to our online e-news updates so that we can notify you of program details as soon as they become available.

Or follow the link http://www.environment.gov.au/energyefficiency/index.html

Farm Water Supply Planning Scheme

The Farm Water Supply Planning Scheme (FWSPS) is one of a number of water supply initiatives administered under the Department of Water's Rural Water Plan. 

The aim of the FWSPS is to encourage commercial farmers to participate in a comprehensive water supply auditing exercise that provides the framework for an on-going process of addressing serious water deficiency, improving water resource management and encouraging conservation and efficient use of water.

Farm water supply planning tool please contact the Rural Water Planning team on freecall 1800 780 300 or email

ruralwater@water.wa.gov.au

Farm Water Rebate Scheme

The Farm Water Rebate Scheme (FWRS) is one of a number of water supply initiatives administered under the Department of Water's Rural Water Plan. 

The aim of the FWRS is to encourage commercial farmers in dryland agricultural areas (areas receiving less than 600mm average annual rainfall) to implement on-farm water supply improvements in order to address identified areas of water deficiency, better manage existing water supplies and reduce water wastage. The FWRS provides rebates for selected on-farm water supply improvements to develop and install reliable on-farm water supplies for domestic, crop spray and livestock use.

The FWRS replaces the Farm Water Grants Scheme and follows on from the comprehensive farm water supply audit and planning process described under the Farm Water Supply Planning Scheme section. Rebates are available for selected on-farm water supply improvements which are identified during the farm water supply audit and planning process and approved by the Department of Water following lodgement of a Farm Water Supply Plan.

In order to access rebates under the FWRS, you must first complete the audit and planning process.

Check out more info on the Department of Water website link:

http://portal.water.wa.gov.au/portal/page/portal/WaterRegionalRuralWA/RuralWaterPlanning/FarmWaterRebateScheme

SOLAR ENERGY REBATES FOR DOMESTIC HOMES & COMMUNITY BUILDINGS

The Government will continue to meet demand under the Solar Homes and Communities Plan, which will transition to the Solar Credits scheme in mid 2009. Solar Credits will replace the Solar Homes and Communities Plan as the Government’s primary means of supporting the installation of solar power systems. The Government will work with industry to ensure a smooth transition to the new arrangements. 

Solar credits for small scale renewables fact sheet (PDF - 35KB)  (RTF - 1624KB) 

Renewable Energy Target Fact sheets 

Building Australia's Low Pollution Future with Renewable Energy and New Solar Credits - Joint media release, 17 December 2008 

Office of the Renewable Energy Regulator 


CLIMATE READY FUNDING PROGRAM

Climate Ready provides grants from $50,000 to $5 million on a matching funding basis to support projects that address the effects of climate change. A broad range of project applications are expected.  

For example:

•
water recycling, waste recovery or small scale renewable energy technologies 

•
technologies that reduce the energy used by appliances or increase the efficiency of industrial processes 

•
products, processes or services to monitor emissions or power usage 

•
using biotechnology or nanotechnology to address the effects of climate change on humans and the environment 

•
information systems for businesses or consumers to compare the carbon footprints of different activities 

•
green building materials that make homes more energy efficient 

The program offers small grants ($50,000 to $500,000) and large grants ($500,001 to $5 million).

The small grants support small business, as well as companies controlled by universities and public sector research organisations, through a simpler application form and reduced reporting requirements.

Applicants compete for limited grant funds, based on the merit of their application. The program opened for applications on 28 July 2008. The closing dates are:

•
Round 4 - 25 June 2009 

For further information about Climate Ready, visit the AusIndustry website at www.ausindustry.gov.au   Click on ‘AusIndustry products’, which contains an alphabetical listing of all AusIndustry programs, and follow the links to Climate Ready. Alternatively, contact the AusIndustry hotline on 13 28 46 or by email at hotline@ausindustry.gov.au
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>> MERI for Caring for Our Country
>> Fauna trapping is taking place in Wongan Hills THIS WEEK!!  

>> RABBITSCAN in May 09 NEW TO ENEWS
>> Planning for Evaluation Course
>> Farmers Needed for Farm Day
>> AUSTRALIAN MASTER TREEGROWER PROGRAM
>> Your Planet Needs You! In the spirit of World Environment Day say, "Yes I can help!"
>> IAP2 Conference
>> State NRM Conference Details
>> APEN International Conference 9 - 11 November
MERI for Caring for Our Country

Information and resources for the Australian Government’s monitoring, evaluation, reporting and improvement (or MERI) for their Caring for Our Country Program is now available on their website at http://www.nrm.gov.au/me/index.html.

The website provides access to the Australian Government MERI Framework and the draft MERI Strategy that is due for release in mid 2009.  

All Caring for Our Country funded projects will be required to have a MERI Plan.

A ‘toolkit’ section is also under development, and currently the guide for Developing and using program logic in natural resource management is also available.

More information about Performance Story Reporting (a method of evaluation) is also available, including two reports:

· Western Australia’s Performance Story Report for the contribution of Strategic Tree Farming to Regional NRM outcomes 
· Performance Story Report - Mount Lofty Ranges Southern Emu-wren and Fleurieu Peninsula Swamps Recovery Program
For information and assistance on MERI in the Avon contact:

Michelle Kidman

Monitoring and Evaluation Coordinator

Avon Catchment Council

Ph: 9690 2250

Email: mkidman@agric.wa.gov.au

Fauna trapping is taking place in Wongan Hills THIS WEEK!!  

Members of the public are invited to join in!!

We can only take small groups so it will be first come first served. Fauna trapping- checking and releasing the fauna: Tuesday to Friday 19 to 22 May at 6:45 am. Yes 6:45 AM as the pits have to be checked each morning to keep stress down on the animals. Wear sturdy footwear, jeans, sunscreen and bring a hat. Please also bring water. Allow a couple of hours. 

Please phone Margaret Redfern from DEC to register on (08) 96228940


RABBITSCAN in May 09 NEW TO ENEWS

Rabbitscan Australia needs your help to map wild pest rabbits across Australia, in urban, rural, coastal areas, backyards, farms and public areas, in fact in every catchment they are in. We invite your participation in RabbitScan during May 2009 – or when you can join us…

RabbitScan is a world-first, national,  'rabbit census', using a community-based approach with Google Maps technology, to map the presence and density of wild pest rabbits across Australia 

RabbitScan relies on the participation of the community, landholders, farmers, groups, schools, industry, business, government,from May 2009 - to take a look in their local area, scan for evidence of rabbits and then add their sightings to the national map and evidence base 

RabbitScan encourages all individuals, families, community groups, councils, boards, regional organisations, businesses, truckies, travellers and schools to do a brief RabbitScan survey in their local area or where they travel through May. This involves recording a few simple indicators of rabbits and plotting the location on a digital map. Visit www.rabbitscan.net.au  for more information regarding the program and to register to participate 


Planning for Evaluation Course

Make evaluation work for you and your project!

A joint Initiative between the Department of Agriculture and Food Western Australia and Curtin University

Dates: 27th – 29th May 2009

Location: Technology Park Function Centre.

Cost: $755

Wanting to evaluate your program or project?

The upcoming Planning for Evaluation Course will provide you with the tools to ensure your evaluation plan works for you. 

The course will enable you to:

•
Better understand evaluation

•
Plan your evaluation

•
Formulate key evaluation questions

•
Consider audience needs

•
Choose appropriate methods of evaluation

•
Develop a program logic model

•
Document your evaluation plan

Well planned monitoring and evaluation will help you deliver great projects now and better projects in the future through a continuous learning and improvement approach. This course is currently available for non accredited enrolment only.

All enquiries contact:

Brigette Lacey on 9690 2128   Email: brigette.lacey@agric.wa.gov.au

Or Fabiola Cousins on 9690 1530   Email: F.Cousins@curtin.edu.au

Farmers Needed for Farm Day

Farmers are needed to host city families on Farm Day, on 30th and 31st May. Farm Day aims to bridge the divide between city and country families, to inform city families about farming, and allow them to experience life on the land. 

In 2008, there were not enough farmers to host all the city families who wanted to take part. This year, it is expected that demand will be even greater, so more farmers are needed to host city families for a day. For more information, P: 1300 367 036, or visit http://www.farmday.com.au/

AUSTRALIAN MASTER TREEGROWER PROGRAM

Dates:  Sun 24th & Mon 25th May (Byford)

Sun 31st May & Mon 1st June (Gingin)

Fri 12th & Sat 13th June (Chittering)

Sun 21st & Mon 22nd June (Beverley/Brookton)

What to expect. You will learn about:

· 
Choosing the right system for each site 

· 
Where and how to get started 

· 
Management and silviculture 

· 
Industry and value adding 

Cost: $250 (incl GST).

To register or for more information contact:

AVONGRO Wheatbelt Tree Cropping on 9291 8249 or email mdurcan@iinet.net.au

Or Judi Pitcher, Forest Product Commission on 0417 954 544 or email judi.pitcher@fpc.wa.gov.au


Your Planet Needs You! In the spirit of World Environment Day say,

 "Yes I can help!"

Friday June 5 is World Environment Day and this year the theme is "Your Planet Needs You". In the lead-up, Landcare Australia is calling on all Australians to put up their hands and give something back to the environment.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

•
Register as a volunteer. Go to www.yourplanetneedsyou.com.au and register your skills and how you are willing to help. You don't need to get your hands dirty to help. Although landcare and Coastcare groups are always looking for on-ground volunteers, you can also offer help with graphic or web design, administration, fundraising or even a trade... just to name a few. 

•
Take the Aussie Care Factor Survey 

•
Hold a 'Wear Blue. Your Planet Needs You' day at your work or school and bring a gold coin donation 

•
Become a Fan on Facebook 

•
Follow us on Twitter 

•
Make a donation to Landcare Australia 

•
Tell your friends about the campaign

For more information go to www.yourplanetneedsyou.com.au


IAP2 Conference

Tackling the tough issues – engaging for results!

Fremantle, October 22&23rd 

Applications are now open for people interested in presenting at the International Association of Public Participation’s (IAP2) annual Australasian conference to be held in Fremantle, Western Australia on 22 and 23 October 2009 . 

The overall conference theme is inspired by our increasingly complex world, where issues such as climate change, terrorism and the world economic crisis are upon us and community dialogue needs to happen to prepare us for these challenges.  The Fremantle conference aims to reassess our current systems, frameworks and ways of working to ensure they are capable of responding to the complex issues facing us today.

Submission forms for papers can be found at www.iap2.org.au and are due by Friday 22 May 2009. 


State NRM Conference Details

The 2009 Western Australian State Natural Resource Management Conference ‘Changing Environments – new challenges for the living country’ provides an excellent opportunity for those associated with the natural environment to gather information about current best practice in natural resource management. 

The 2009 State Natural Resources Management Conference will be hosted by the Northern Agricultural Catchments Council (NACC) together with the City of Geraldton Greenough website and the Mid West Development Commission from Wednesday October 28 to Friday October 30, 2009. 

The goal of NRM in Western Australia is conservation and sustainable management of the State’s natural resources, with efficient and effective partnerships between all levels of Government, industry and the community.

Follow the link to register your interest to attend and for more details http://www.changingenvironments.com.au/

APEN International Conference 9 - 11 November

The APEN (Australasia-Pacific Extension Network) 5th International conference is coming up in November. The theme for this year is ‘Shaping Change in Communities’ and will be relevant to anyone working with communities who are trying to achieve change.  

APEN is one of very few national professional development and capacity building networks that is available to provide professional development for extension specialists.  APEN directly contributes to the training and development of skills and confidence as well as providing the mechanism to support change of thousands of people across Australia through its events. 

Registrations are now open the registration form is available from the APEN website www.apen.org.au which can be completed and emailed to conference09@apen.org.au . Early bird registrations close on Friday 19 June 2009.
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NATHAN HEAL
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NATHAN HEAL has joined the Avon Catchment Council team to work in Indigenous Engagement and Natural Resource Management. He has worked on a number of conservation related works for various organisations, leading teams of Australian and International volunteers on a number of projects in Namibia , Tasmania , Queensland and the Northern Territory. Most recently Nathan was the Green Corps Team Leader for the MoGumber Caring for Country project in Moora.

Nathan can be contacted at nheal@agric.wa.gov.au or on (08) 9690 2268
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[CTRL and Click on links to divert to the relevant website]

NRM Funding in WA          

http://www.nrm.wa.gov.au/nrmFundingInWa.htm 

Grantslink

 http://www.grantslink.gov.au/ 

WA’s Community Grants and funding http://wa.gov.au/governmentservices/lifestyleenvironment/yourcommunity/grantsfunding/ 

Grants Directory – download at       
http://grantsdirectory.dlgrd.wa.gov.au/ 

Valuing our State’s Heritage Grants (Lotterywest Grants) 

http://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/index.php 

Heritage Council Grants Program 

http://www.heritage.wa.gov.au/d_grants.html 

Landcare Community Grants



http://www.landcareonline.com/funding_opportunity_details.asp?fo_id=9 

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Business 

This Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses is the first-ever nationwide guide to grants, assistance programs and other initiatives of government, industry and organisations that are available to support businesses operating in Australia’s desert regions. The Desert Business Directory is available for download at:

http://www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au/view/94072/dkcrc_sub/grants-and-initiatives-for-desert-businesses.html 

Free NRM Advisory Service

A free and independent advice service for regional NRM bodies has been launched by Land & Water Australia. The service assists regional NRM bodies select approaches for decision making. Advice is provided by a team of consultants from RM Consulting Group (RMCG) and Symbolix. 

See www.lwa.com.au 

Grower Group Alliance NEWSWIRE LINK

The Grower Group Alliance Newswire provides information about activities, training, field days and funding opportunities for the benefit of broadacre grower groups. The Grower Group Alliance Newswire provides information about activities, training, field days and funding opportunities for the benefit of broadacre grower groups. To easily navigate around Newswire, click on the link below. 

http://www.gga.org.au/Newswire 

Want to contribute?
Well guess what? You can! Please forward any interesting facts about projects (even a couple of sentences will do), photos or happenings in your area through by email to ckuiper@agric.wa.gov.au or fax to 9690 2255.


Unsubscribe/Subscribe?
If you don’t want to receive the Avon Catchment Council e-News, reply to this email with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.

If you know someone who wants to receive the fabulous e-News, please reply to this email with their email address and “subscribe” in the subject line.

If you are receiving everyone’s addresses in the “To:” line, please let me know so that we can correct it for you and so that you only see “Undisclosed Recipients”.
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PO Box 311

Northam WA 6401

Ph: (08) 9690 2250

Fax: (08) 9690 2255

Web: www.avonnrm.org.au 

Healthy Landscapes, Livelihoods and Communities



