It’s time to get planting!

More than 700,000 trees are now on the road and headed to a farm near you.  
This is thanks to funding from the Avon Catchment Council, but couldn’t happen without the hard work of the landholders who will be sitting in tree planters, getting them all in the ground.  
More than 160 sites in the region are about to have a makeover!

Through funding from the Australian and state governments the ACC was able to offer an incentive program to encourage people to plant more seedlings for their own needs, including sandalwood and oil mallees and at the same time improve the environment.
This helps communities in the Avon catchment, which represents a large part of the WA Wheatbelt.

An indicator that landholders are keener than ever to revegetate their properties is the fact this incentive program had more applicants than we could provide seedlings for. 

This is an important role of the ACC, to attract more investment to help landholders fight salinity, water logging, wind erosion and improve biodiversity. 

Given all that – we’ve had some great rain, and this will hopefully make tree planting programs look just as good as some of the crops now starting to get away.

What we need to remember is to give seedlings the best start possible  
A couple of things are most important...
Weed control is a priority to reduce competition and make the most of any rainfall we’re lucky enough to get.  
Obviously the ground needs to be moist enough to consider putting trees in and if you are clever enough to time it right- a follow-up rain soon after is as good as it gets. 
You can never underestimate a hungry kangaroo or the ever increasing rabbit population either.
Last month we reported the amount of money spent by the Australian and state governments through natural resource management groups had a multiplier of one to three.

Without wanting to incite interstate rivalries we do it pretty well over here and think we can justify a little bragging.
In fact, from the recent NRM state review we know that figure is much closer to six dollars for every dollar of government money spent, much better than the national average.

This is what can happen when you develop good partnerships and collaborations between landholders, communities, local government and government agencies. 

Last week saw the long awaited announcement of who gets what from the Australian government’s Caring for Our Country kitty.

In the Avon we had our business plan approved and our proposed projects accepted by the Australian government, which means $3.96 million of funding will begin to flow. 
Other cross regional bids were not funded which means we’ll have to work even harder and smarter.
Under the Sustainable Agriculture banner, our number one target will now be tackling wind erosion, which will allow us to build further on work we’ve already done with our communities support.  
Other projects will have to wait for now until other funding can be attracted. 
